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In 1757 the Directors, acting upon the advice of Mr.
Holwell, approved of a government by rotation for Cal-
cutta. The measure was strenuously opposed by Mr.
Sulivan and others, who obtained its "withdrawal by ap-
pealing to the Court of Proprietors, and afterwards at the
general election in 1758 carried then' own list of Directors
in opposition to that officially submitted to the Proprietors.
Mr. Sulivan forthwith became chairman, and obtained
a commanding power and influence in the India House
which he long retained. He was a man of considerable
talent, clear but narrow views, and general rectitude of
purpose; but he was dictatorial, full of prejudices, and
jealous of any interference with the exercise of his power.
His personal knowledge of India and its requirements
gave him a great advantage over his colleagues, who had
no experience except such as they had picked up in
England, and he was determined to maintain his position
by excluding from the Direction every one who had more
knowledge than himself. Olive hoped that Mr. Sulivan
would adopt his views, and requested his friends
amongst the Proprietors to support their new chairman.
Mr. Sulivan warmly congratulated Olive on his successes,
and so long as the two men were at a distance from each
other they carried on a most friendly correspondence.
When, however, Olive, with his strong opinions, returned
to England, a collision became only a question of time.
Mr. Sulivan could not forgive the offensive tone of
Olive's last despatch. He was jealous of the superior
brilliancy of his position, of his welcome at Court, of his
cordial relations with Pitt and the Ministry, and he was
afraid of losing the ascendency which he had acquired
in the administration of the Company. A struggle for